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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lien et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,309,264 "Lien"). 

Regarding claim 14, Takeda discloses a vertically aligned liquid crystal display (abstract; 
Column 2 lines 6-9) having: 

vertically aligned liquid crystal (Column 2 lines 6-9, Column 3 lines 22-24) 
disposed between a plurality of pixel electrodes (Figure 5 element 90) and a common 
electrode (92), the orientation of the liquid crystal being controlled by an electric field 
(Column 3 lines 49-58), wherein; 

the liquid crystal is vertically aligned with respect to a plane of a substrate and 
light is blocked in the display when no voltage is applied to the liquid crystal (Figure 5 
elements 96 and 98; Column 4 lines 20-29) and an amount of emission light emitted from 
the display is adjusted by the liquid crystal tilting from a vertically aligned state 
according to an applied voltage when a voltage is applied to the liquid crystal (Column 4 
lines 20-29), 
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the common electrode comprising a plurality of orientation controllers (parts of 
element 92 separated by openings 94a and 94b, or alternatively, openings 94a and 94b) 
formed in areas corresponding to each of the plurality of pixel electrodes, respectively, 

one or more line shaped slits (Figure 5 element 91) in which no electrode is 
present is formed in each of the plurality of pixel electrodes and each of the plurality of 
pixel electrodes is divided by the one or more slits into two or more electrode regions, 
which are electrically connected and arranged proximate to each other with the slit 
therebetween, and 

each of the plurality of orientation controllers is associated with a corresponding 
one of the plurality of pixel electrodes and has portions extending along the direction in 
which the one or more slits extend (see Figure 5 illustrated below), and one of the 
plurality of orientation controllers is disposed between two of the slits or between the 
corresponding one of the one or more slits and a gap between adjoining pixel electrodes 
(Figure 5). 
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Regarding claim 15, Lien discloses each one of the plurality of orientation controllers as 
having a sloped projection extending along the longer edge of each of the electrode regions in an 
area facing the center part in each of the two or more electrode regions (elements 94a and 94b or 
regions separated by 94a and 94b). 



Regarding claim 16, Lien discloses each one of the plurality of orientation controllers as 
branching at both longitudinal ends of a corresponding one of the electrode regions toward the 
corner sections of the electrode regions (elements 94a and 94b). 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 14-16 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
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